[Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD): expression of a chronic inflammatory reaction].
Our understanding of chronic inflammation in COPD has been profoundly changed as a result of findings which suggest that airway inflammation in COPD consists not only of a chronic cellular inflammatory reaction dominated by lymphocytes and neutrophil granulocytes, but also of an intensified secondary wound healing reaction. Unfortunately, little is known about the impact of both reactions on the maintenance of chronic airway inflammation in COPD. Systematic biological evaluation under clinical circumstances will be necessary in order to realize new therapeutic options in COPD.